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Three Rivers 


TWO MYSTERIES 


Paul Kochu and Dakota James didn’t know each other, but their lives 
— and baffling deaths in Pittsburgh’s rivers — shared a tragic symmetry 


By Michael A. Fuoco 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


n late 2014, Paul Kochu 
vanished from the South 
Side after a night drink- 
ing with friends. 

His family rushed from 
their Eastern Pennsylvania home 
to Pittsburgh. For months, they 
and others, many of them strang- 
ers, putup missing person posters, 
scoured alleyways and river- 
fronts, and searched through 
Dumpsters for the 22-year-old. Vig- 
ils were held, prayers were said, 
tears were shed, and even psychics 
were consulted. 

After months of fear, dread 
and confusion, the mighty Ohio 
River gave up its sorrowful se- 
cret — Paul’s body was found 
March 19, 2015, floating 85 miles 
downriver in Wheeling, W.Va. 

Tn early 2017, the same grim 
scenario played out for the 
family of Dakota James, 23, 
who vanished from Downtown 
after a night out with friends. 

Again there were searches, 
posters, vigils and prayers. 
Again, searches by land, water 
and air turned up nothing. And 
again, the Ohio revealed an an- 
swer — after missing for about 
seven weeks, Dakota’s body 
was discovered March 6, 2017, 
floating in Robinson. Like 
Paul, Dakota had drowned. 

As the anniversaries of the 
disappearances approach — 
three years for Paul on Dec. 16 
and one year for Dakota on 
Jan. 25 — both families and 
Pittsburgh police still do not 
know what happened. 

How could two young men 
with promise, purpose and per- 
sonality simply be sucked into 
a dark void of winter nights, 
never to be seen alive again? 

Did they fall into one of the 
city’s rivers as police surmise? 
Did they intentionally kill 
themselves? Was there foul 
play? Could these baffling 
deaths have been at the hands 
ofa serial killer? 


SEE MYSTERIES, PAGE A-8 


Rebecca Droke/Post-Gazette photos 
Family and friends reach out to touch a dove after a March 18 memorial service for Dakota James at 
Calvary United Methodist Church on the North Side. 


Jack Kochu lets the family dog, Fowler, outside as he walks past a wall filled with portraits and 
memorabilia of his late son, Paul, and Paul's two siblings. Fowler was named after Paul’s favorite 
golfer, Rickie Fowler. 


Danger prompts 
nursing homes 

to reduce use of 
bedrails, restraints 


By Gary Rotstein 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Prominent Pittsburgher Robert 
Frankel’s recent accidental stran- 
gulation from entrapment in bed 
rails in a Squirrel Hill nursing 
home highlighted a danger that 
has concerned regulators and con- 
sumer advocates for years. 

The risk of injuries from bed rail 
use, particularly in the case of de- 
mentia patients like Mr. Frankel, 
has been among the issues cited in 
a successful effort over the past two 
decades to reduce restraints that 
restricted nursing home residents. 


doth annual Dirty Dozen bike race 
Race’s co-founder makes emotional return 


By Sean D. Hamill 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


There was perfect weather, a 
record number of participants, 
and scintillating competitions 
for both the men’s and women’s 
titles in Saturday’s 35th annual 
Dirty Dozen bike race. 

A total of 450 cyclists of all 
types — one uni-cyclist and one 
hand-cyclist took part this year 
— took up the challenge to ride 
up 13 of Pittsburgh’s steepest 
hills, breaking last year’s record 
attendance of 382 by 15 percent. 

Ian Baun won for the third 
time in four years, and Stefanie 
Sydlik won for the third straight 
year in the women’s race. 

But even with the relatively 


Pam Panchak/Post-Gazette 
lan Baun, from Pittsburgh, makes his way up Sycamore Street in the 
South Side ahead of the pack Saturday during the 35th annual Dirty 


SEE BEDRAILS, PAGE A-4 


SEE RACE, PAGE A-10 


Dozen bike race. 


‘Trump uses 
Egypt attack 
to push his 
border wall 


Security experts say 
it is not likely to help 


By Amanda Erickson 
The Washington Post 


In the wake of the horrific Egyp- 
tian mosque attack that killed 
more than 300 people, President 
Donald Trump took to Twitter to 
both offer his sympathies and plug 
some favorite policies. 

“Will be calling the President of 
Egypt in a short while to discuss 
the tragic terrorist attack, with so 
much loss of life. We have to get 
TOUGHER AND SMARTER than 
ever before, and we will. Need the 
WALL, need the BAN! God bless 
the people of Egypt,” Mr. Trump 
said in a tweet. 

Mr. Trump’s reasoning seems to 
be that a wall on the U.S.-Mexico 
border will keep Muslim extrem- 
ists from crossing into the United 
States. That claim echoes those 
made by current and former mem- 
bers of the Trump administration. 

Michael Flynn, the former 
Army general who was an adviser 
to the Trump campaign and the 
president’s first national security 
adviser, told Breitbart News in Au- 
gust 2016 that Islamist terrorist 
groups have cut deals with Mexi- 
can cartels to access smuggling 
routes into the United States. 

And in 2015, when White House 
Chief of Staff John Kelly was still 
serving as a Marine Corps general 
and as commander of U.S. South- 
ern Command, he told Congress 
that Mexican cartels “could unwit- 
tingly, or even wittingly, facilitate 
the movement of terrorist opera- 
tives or weapons of mass destruc- 
tion toward our borders.” 

But is the risk real? 

Ina word: “No,” experts say. 


SEE WALL, PAGE A-3 


Old coal mines 
getting filled in 
to make way 
for new road 


By Ed Blazina 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Almost no matter what you build 
in Western Pennsylvania, you have 
to consider the possibility that in 
previous generations the site had 
been mined for coal. 

That’s especially true for the next 
leg of the Southern Expressway, a 
13-mile, $700 million section being 
built along part of 


the Pittsburgh Howto 
coal seam between H 
Route 22 and Inter- ar a 
state 79 in western ighway 


Allegheny and 
northern Wash- 
ington counties. In 
the area around McDonald alone, 
where the highway will pass over 
Route 980 just outside the borough, 
at least 10 mines operated within 2 
square miles between the mid-1860s 
and mid-1930s. 


SEE HIGHWAY, PAGE A-4 
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